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COMMENTS ON THE EXAMINER'S 
STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

Sir: 

In reply to the Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance, provided with 
the Notice of Allowance dated October 30, 2007, Applicants submit the following 
comments. 

The Examiner offers reasons why the claims of the present application are 
allowable over the prior art of record. Although Applicants agree that the various 
claimed limitations mentioned in the claims are not taught or suggested by the prior 
art taken either singly or in combination, Applicants wish to emphasize that it is the 
language of each claim, including the interrelationships and interconnections between 
various claimed elements which is allowable over the prior art of record, and not the 
Examiner's paraphrasing of claim features which are not present in any of the allowed 
claims. 
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For example, the Examiner indicates that "the pushing fingers when, in the 
closed position extending into the cavity, do not protrude from the concave half but 
are within the space of the concave half." As this language is not recited in the 
allowed claims, Applicants submit that the claims are allowable without relying on 
such language. 

Should there be any outstanding matters that need to be resolved in the 
present application, the Examiner is respectfully requested to contact John W. 
Fitzpatrick at the telephone number of the undersigned below. 

If necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, concurrent, and 
future replies, to charge payment or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 
08-0750 for any additional fees required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.16 or under 37 C.F.R. § 
1.17; particularly, extension of time fees. 



Respectfully submitted, 
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flication Number 



Filing Date 



lnventor(s) 



Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 
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January 21, 2005 



Yasuo SHINOMIYA et al. 



1791 



Maria V. Ewald 



Attorney Docket Number 
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ENCLOSURES (check all that apply) 



□ Fee Transmittal Form 
^ Fee Attached 

l~l Amendment 
□ After Final 

n Affidavits/declaration(s) 
[""I Extension of Time Request 

I"! Express Abandonment Request 

ll Information Disclosure Statement 

□ Certified Copy of Priority 
Document(s) 

|~1 Response to Missing Parts/ 
Incomplete Application 

I I Response to Missing 
Parts under 37 CFR 
1.52 or 1.53 



D Assignment Papers 
(for an Application) 

n Letter to the Official Draftsperson and 
Sheets of Formal Drawing(s) 

O Licensing-related Papers 

□ Petition 

|~~] Petition to Convert to a 
Provisional Application 

□ Power of Attorney, Revocation 
Change of Correspondence Address 

n Terminal Disclaimer 
n Request for Refund 

□ CD, Number of CD(s) 



Remarks 



n After Allowance Communication to 
Group 

□ LETTER SUBMITTING APPEAL 
BRIEF AND APPEAL BRIEF (w/clean 
version of pending claims) 

l~l Appeal Communication to Group 
{Notice of Appeal, Brief, Reply Brief) 

[""I Proprietary Information 

□ Status Letter 

I3 Other Enclosure(s) 

(please identify below): 

Issue Fee Transmittal; 
Comments on the Examiner's 
Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance 
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SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT, ATTORNEY, OR AGENT 




